Importing in
the United States
The process of impor�ng in the United States can be a
confusing one for young companies to navigate. TRG has
created this introduc�on to help clarify the basics of impor�ng.
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The Entry Process Timeline
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15 Days
Before United
States Arrival

Goods Arrive
at Port

Arrangements must be
made at the CBP Port
of Entry where duties
and documentation
will be filed. Make sure
to coordinate with the
port before the goods
arrive.

Declare
Entry

The importer must declare how the
goods will be entered once they
arrive in the United States. Goods
may be entered for consumption,
for warehouse at the port of arrival,
or they may be transported in-bond
to another port of entry and entered
there.

Don't forget your ISF!
Your Importer Security Filing must be
completed 24 hours before goods are loaded
on an ocean vessel. This is not part of the
oﬃcial U.S. entry process, but it is an
important piece of the overall process.

10 Days

Entry summary and es�mated du�es must be submi�ed
together within 10 days of Cargo Release.

File Cargo
Release

File Entry
Summary

Pay Estimated
Duties

Upon entering the United
States the importer of
record has up to 15 days
to file a Cargo Release for
the goods. This releases
the goods from CBP
custody and declares
that the importer has the
right to make entry. Until
this release is filed, goods
will be stored at the
terminal. However,
generally, additional fees
will begin to accrue after
2-5 days.

An entry summary (CBP
Form 7501) must be filed
within 10 days of the
cargo's release from CBP
custody. CBP Form 7501
is a key document for
CBP as it includes the
importer’s declarations
as to the classification,
origin, and value of the
imported merchandise.

Within 10 days of the
release of the cargo, the
importer must pay the
estimated duties on their
imported goods. This is an
estimated amount the
importer pays at the time
the goods arrive in the
United States. However
the final amount due is
determined by the CBP. If
a payment is made that
exceeds what is due, a
refund will be issued.
However, if a payment is
made under the final
amount supplemental
duties will be owed.

Filing for Immediate Delivery
If the importer has ﬁled for immediate Delivery, the goods will
be released at the �me of entry. In these cases importers submit
the Cargo Release, Es�mated Du�es, and Entry Summary
simultaneously upon entry.

Timeline is based on Customs regula�ons. For further informa�on see: h�p://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=07efc952c5265323bfce49f4d84cbb93&mc=true&node=pt19.2.141&rgn=div5
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Entry Document Checklist
Entry Manifest (CBP Form 7533) or
Entry/Immediate Delivery (CBP
Form 3461)

Evidence of right to
make entry

Commercial invoice, obtained
from the seller, showing the value
and description of the
merchandise.

Evidence of a Customs
Bond; single or continuous

Entry Summary (CBP Form
7501)

Packing lists, if appropriate, or
other documents necessary to
determine merchandise
admissibility

Payment of Estimated
Duties, Taxes, and Charges
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The Right to Make Entry
Merchandise arriving in the United States by commercial
carrier must be entered by one of the following:

Owner
of Goods

Licensed
Customs
Broker

Purchaser
of Goods

With an Ac�ve Power of A�orney

In the majority of cases, the entry is made by a person or ﬁrm cer�ﬁed by the carrier bringing the goods to the port
of entry. In these cases, the cer�ﬁed en�ty is considered the "owner" of the goods for Customs purposes.
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How to Declare Entry
Entry for Consumption
This type of entry is used when goods are imported for use in the United
States and going directly into the commerce of the U.S. This includes goods
entered for commercial, business, or personal purposes and encompasses
95% of goods.
Entry for Warehouse
If the importer wishes to postpone the release of the goods, they may be
placed in a CBP bonded warehouse. The goods may be kept in the
warehouse for up to five years with duties not payable until the goods are
withdrawn,
Transportation of Merchandise in Bond
In the case that the importer prefers to enter the goods in a different
location within the U.S., they will need to be transported to that location. In
this case, the goods must travel in a bonded status by a carrier that accepts
it under its bond.
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Don't get lost in the process, make
sure you are informed on the latest
updates to remain compliant with
Customs. TRG is proud to be your
source for industry news and
updates. We know the process of
impor�ng in the United States can
be confusing, so let us help you
make the process easier.

Need a con�nuous
Customs Bond?
Get a free quote from TRG! Star�ng
as low as $225/yr for 5 years.
traderiskguaranty.com
P: 1.800.685.6082 | F: 406.922.6501

Calculate My Bond Quote

Sources:
h�ps://help.cbp.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/761/~/consump�on-entry
h�ps://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/ﬁles/documents/Impor�ng%20into%20the%20U.S.pdf
h�ps//www.crowell.com/documents/Customs-101-Importa�on-Process-Basics.pdf

